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A FULL AND  TRUE  ACCOUNT OF THE BATTLE
FOUGHT   LAST   FRIDAY   BETWEEN  THE
ANCIENT  AND THE  MODERN   BOOKS
IN   ST. JAMES'S  LIBRARY,
LONDON, 1704.
THIS, perhaps the earliest of Swift's satirical works, was written in
great part, if not entirely, about 1697, and it may then have been
passed from hand to hand amongst the circle of Moor Park; but it
was not published until 1704, when it appeared in the same volume
with the Tale of a Tttb. It would be waste of labour to attempt to
assign the Tale of a Tub to any special phase of contemporary
controversy; but the Battle of tlie Books forms an episode in a very
definite literary conflict of the day, and the circumstances which led
Swift to interfere in that conflict may be distinctly traced.
Amongst  other  results  of  the  triumphant complacency  of  the
France of Louis XIV, was a claim advanced on her behalf that the
achievements  of  that  country  and that  age transcended all  that
humanity had yet  imagined.    The  praise that had hitherto  been
given to the great names of antiquity was, according to this theory,
only the effect of the glamour that surrounded them, and had no solid
foundation.    The first to advance this paradox was Fontenelle : and
it was repeated in Perrault's Siech de Louis le Grand, a poem read
before the Academy in 1687.    But even in France, and even amongst
those whom its supporters had attempted to please by their flattery,
the theory met with little acceptance.    Boileau laughed the claim to
scorn : and the taste of France in the age of the Grand Monarch was
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